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Vienna

62% of the population lives 
in social housing Public transport = subway, buses, 

and trams.
Cost to residents €365 per annum 
flat fee.
Cheaper for students and children

Most Liveable City in the World 
2018 and 2019
(The Economist Intelligence Unit)

A Fair Shared City
Women and men equal in 
decision making

1991 Municipal exhibition 
– who does the public 
space belong to?



Let’s think about how we move 
around in our day to day lives.



The Typical daily travel 
of a Paid worker



The typical daily travel  
of an unpaid worker

Trip 
Chains



http://www.oecd.org/gender/data/t
ime-spent-in-unpaid-paid-and-total-
work-by-sex.htm

Source: Ireland OECD Average
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How can these unpaid work 
trips considered in design for 
transport and placemaking?

National Transport Agency

- Information on how we travel
- Orbital vs Radial routes
- Comparison of trips for work and employment 
- Double companion trips for females compared with 

male trips
- Integrated fairs – many short journeys



https://womenmobilize.org/publications/

1. Study and understand 
women’s mobility

2. Develop inclusive 
mobility services

3. Ensure women’s 
security in transport 
systems

4. Empower women in 
the transport sector

5. Create awareness and 
stimulate behaviour 
change

TUMI’S 5 

PRINCIPLES TO 

EMPOWER WOMEN 

IN TRANSPORT

https://womenmobilize.org/publications/


Vienna’s 
solution

• 1999 Survey of public transport (PT) 
users – different responses from men 
and women

• Men typically used PT twice a day – to 
and from work

• Women used PT and walked more 
during the day, for lots of purposes

• Changed design to suit – for example, 
additional lighting for walking at night, 
wider footpaths, more ramps

• Two decades of ‘gender mainstream’ 
now called ‘Fair Shared City’



Strategic Principles of gender-sensitive planning 
(City of Vienna Gender Mainstreaming in Urban Planning and Development 2013)

• Compatibility of family duties and paid work

• Equitable resource distribution through awareness of spatial needs

• Attractive, safe and secure housing

• Equitable representation and participation

• Polycentric urban structure

• City of short distances

• High quality public space

• Environmentally friendly public transport

• Safe City

• Attention to requirements of daily life Source: Vienna: A gender Equitable City, 
Dr Marion Roberts 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rrp6id-
WP3Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rrp6id-WP3Q


Vienna’s head of the Department 
for Women’s Affairs –
urban planner, Eva Kail. 

https://womenintheworld.com/2019/05/15/urban-planner-creates-feminist-
utopia-by-designing-public-spaces-with-women-in-mind/

Increasing pedestrian friendliness through

• Improved street lighting
• Traffic lights prioritising pedestrians, 

including 40 additional crossings
• More benches
• Widening 1,000m of footpaths
• Less barriers and more ramps for 

strollers and wheelchairs

Redesign parks to be more inclusive

Source: Criado Perez, C. Invisible Women p.35

https://womenintheworld.com/2019/05/15/urban-planner-creates-feminist-utopia-by-designing-public-spaces-with-women-in-mind/


Vienna – How to design a City for Women?

Source:
https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2013/09/how-design-city-women/6739/

Source: Criado Perez, C. Invisible Women p.45

Women- Work – City apartments 
(1993)

Design of projects in Vienna on 
the premise of collect data first, 
design later

Designed by and for women

Lots of courtyards – visible from 
many units, kindergarden, 
doctor’s surgery, pharmacy, bus 
stop on site.

Close to schools – children can 
travel independently

https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2013/09/how-design-city-women/6739/


“A city that is good for children 
is good for everybody.”

Former Deputy Mayor of Vienna 
Maria Vassilakou
https://www.citylab.com/equity/2019/10/most-livable-cities-vienna-social-housing-transit-
mobility/600922/

“In Vienna, gender sensitive planning is what came 
first. Producing public spaces that are equitable for 
everybody, that are people-centred, not car-centred, 
came after gender-sensitive planning. Gender-sensitive 
planning was kind of an eye-opener, a mind-opener.”

https://europeangreens.eu/file/deputy-mayor-maria-vassilakoujpg

Leadership

https://www.citylab.com/equity/2019/10/most-livable-cities-vienna-social-housing-transit-mobility/600922/
https://europeangreens.eu/file/deputy-mayor-maria-vassilakoujpg


Source: Janette Sadik-Khan Walk21 NYC

Janette Sadik-Khan 
served as the Commissioner of 

the New York City Department of 

Transportation. 

• improve safety, mobility and 

sustainability throughout 

New York City

Including the addition of 200 

miles of on-street bike lanes, car-

free summer streets and 

weekend pedestrian walks. 

"If you can 
change the 
street, you 
can change 
the world."



New Zealand’s Minister for Women &
Associate Minister for Transport and Associate Minister for Health

A qualified urban planner with a specialism in transport planning

Hon. Julie Anne Genter

https://www.beehive.govt.nz/minister/biography/julie-anne-genter

“We need more women advocates, we need more 
women politicians and we need more women 
working in the technical field, so they can bring 
this important perspective of how we create really 
welcoming communities for everyone. Because 
when women can feel safe and cycle, everybody 
can.”

https://womenmobilize.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2019_RemarkableWomen_serie1_edited.pdf

https://www.beehive.govt.nz/minister/biography/julie-anne-genter
https://womenmobilize.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2019_RemarkableWomen_serie1_edited.pdf
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